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o Midel K The Ventura County Economic Development Association which represents
St o ot L K o virtually all of the major businesses in Ventura County is in strong support of
i _ (moutwasliesy the staff recommendation related to the Basin Plan amendments for chloride . .
187 on the Upper Santa Clara River.
Mmﬁ“ Our group is particularly concerned about environment'al quality de gra.dation
R il that will affect the economic vitality of our region and impact our quality of
' i Stoe Bank life. The estimated gross value for Ventura County agriculture for calendar
" Pacic Const J.,?.‘,"m“f’?;?i year 2005 is over $1.2 billion, including $§5%.7‘ rpillion in fruit and nut crops,
Ve Comy e i $330.2 million in vegetables and $213.6 million in nursery stock. For
Rody Gonzoles individual crops, strawberries led the way at $328.5 million. This does not
e et include the other economic benefits that such production creates (e.g.
”'“S’i:;f’“mg agricultural jobs, equipment purchases, packing and processing jobs,
hera gnergg LLC transportation, tractors and related equipment, and general purchases of goods
Federated Chambers of \ram?:'cum ' and services throughout the local economy).
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" szelol;: ;me Agriculture represents a valuable beneficial use of water from the Uppper
Caalyn m:,“ﬂi,’,‘;';;f,”'ﬁ;i;{f’m Santa Clara River system, as well as a significant part of our regional hentage.
i Ly Honarry s Rachs We applaud the actions of the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control
T s s Board and urge the Sate Board to: 1) approve the Basin Plan amendment
5.,.;",‘.’:,5 adopted unanimously by the Los Angeles Regional Board, and 2) authorize
AW of "“'m% "~ the Executive Director to submit the amendment to the Office of
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